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Abstract

This research is a study of Guidelines for sustainable water resource management by
communities in the Mun River basin in Thailand. It has two objectives: 1) To study the use of areas
and benefits in the Bung Taam areas (Inland Wetland). 2) To study the movement and guidelines
for water management in communities, linked to the Bung Taam areas. The target areas are in the
central Mun River Basin in 3 areas: Kut Kha Khim Subdistrict and Don Raet Subdistrict in Surin
Province, including Yang Kham Subdistrict in Roi Et Province. These are the impact areas, where
there have been both positive and negative sides, after the construction of Rasi Salai Dam.

This study was conducted through qualitative research. It took seven months to collect
data from September 2023 to March 2024. Studying documents, video or audio clips which related
to the Bung Taam areas are applied. Also, the observation and interviews were used with 34
participants. The policy data was analyzed through Bacchi's techniques. The areas information
were analyzed through SWOT and TOWS Metrix, including Thematic Analysis was applied through
the concept of civil society. A forum was organized to return information to the communities. Then,
it was reported to local networks.

The results show that water management plans and policies were centralized by the state
government. The management structure was less participation with the local people. The local
participation will be only a minority of the committees which was established by the state
government.

Regarding the SWOT and TOWS Metrix analysis, leadership, and networking are the
strengths. Most of the weaknesses are related to the small numbers of working-age, and vulnerable
villagers who do not have access to food sources in the Bung Tam areas. However, the area is
negatively affected by the construction of the dam. Each has opportunities to receive some budget
allocation for area rehabilitation. All three areas are at risk from impacts by sand production and
climate change.

The civil society was considered to be strong. It is because there are leaders who create
networks, knowledge, and various projects from both government and many agencies to
communities. Especially the civil society namely Taam and People Association. This organization
connects thousands of members through generosity, social-welfare, passing various stories from
generation to generation. This process has allowed villagers to have negotiation power for moving
policies with the government regarding water management for the communities continuously more

than three decades.
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